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The Cuby News 

Australia Day Breakfast 2026   
 

This year's Citizen of the Year award recipient was Gavin Atwell, over the years Gavin  has generously 
volunteered at numerous shire events from setting up and pulling down movie screens to making kids 
games for the kids day, decorating for the winter ball the list goes on…... Supporting local sporting clubs, 
and groups, whilst also playing a pivotal role in the Popanyinning Community Hub.  
 
We extend our gratitude to all attendees for joining us at the breakfast, which featured a delightful 
morning and delicious meal. For those inquiring about the origin of the bacon, it was sourced from the 
Pingelly Butcher.  
 
We acknowledge and appreciate the efforts of Cr 
Adrian Kowald, Cr Rob Harris, and Cr Ballantyne for 
their culinary expertise and organisational skills.  
 
If you are aware of an outstanding individual or group 
worthy of recognition, please do not hesitate to 
contact us for the 2027 Australian Day awards. 
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Cr Adrian Kowald……0408 953 337 

Cr.Kowald@cuballing.wa.gov.au 

Cr Robert Harris…...0458 939 097 

Cr.Harris@cuballing.wa.gov.au 

Cr Scott Ballantyne ……0418 814 761 

Cr.Ballantyne@cuballing.wa.gov.au 

 

Cr Steven Sexton…….0427 836 043 

Cr.Sexton@cuballing.wa.gov.au 

 

Cr Matthew Dent…….0428 844 959 

matthew.dent959@gmail.com 

 

Cr Sarah Hawksley …….0409 919 601 

sarah@rmhawksley.com 

 

 

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Wednesday 18th February 2026 

Wednesday 18th March 2026 

Wednesday 15th April 2026 

 

 

All meetings are open to the public and 

will commence at 3.00pm with fifteen 

minute Public Question Time at the 

commencement of each meeting. 

Agenda’s for each meeting are 
included on the Shire website by the 
weekend prior to each meeting.   

Minutes of all Council meetings are 
available on the Shire website as soon 
as possible after each meeting. 

LOST CUBALLING, YORNANING &  
POPANYINNING 

Yornaning CBH late 80’s early 90’s. Last years of the country elevator 

receiving grain.  Photo supplied by Garry Barr 

W class 959 steam locomotive double heading with V class 1220 

steam locomotive on No.12 goods train entering Yornaning, photo 

looking south. Photo source railheritage.org.au  
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CUBALLING EAST ROAD UPGRADE – FINAL SECTION 

The Cuballing East Road Upgrade has reached an important milestone 

with the completion of the final section. After returning from their 

Christmas break, the Shire's External Works crew promptly resumed 

work on the project. They expressed great satisfaction in sealing the 

last portion of this significant undertaking, marking the official 

completion of the major construction works. 

 

Outstanding Works 

Although the primary construction is now finished, some final tasks 

remain. These include the installation of safety signage and the 

application of line markings, which will further 

enhance the safety and clarity of the upgraded 

road. 

 

Project Timeline and Funding 

Progress on the Cuballing East Road Upgrade was 

influenced by seasonal weather conditions, which 

determined both the timing and extent of work 

that could be carried out each year. The project 

was deliberately scheduled to avoid major 

roadworks during the winter months, ensuring 

optimal construction conditions. Commencing in 

2022, the project operated with an estimated 

budget of approximately $8 million. Funding was provided by 

the Federal Government as part of the Wheatbelt Secondary 

Freight Network initiative. 

 

Key Outcomes and Benefits 

The project has resulted in the delivery of a first-class road 

capable of withstanding the significant heavy freight traffic 

that passes through the district. In addition to the improved 

infrastructure, the Shire benefited from the opportunity to 

upgrade its major road plant machinery. Furthermore, staff 

members gained valuable experience and skills in quality road 

construction, contributing to the ongoing development of local 

expertise. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting held 17th December 2025 
 

Annual Review of Delegations 
Council endorsed and adopted the review of the Delegations Register for 2025-26. The aim of delegated 
authority is to assist with improving the time taken to make decisions subject to any constraints 
determined by Council or by the relevant legislation. The Delegations Register is consistent with 
legislation and the Shire’s Strategic Community Plan directions. It assists Council to achieve its 
obligations at law to carry out the statutory responsibilities of Local Government and thus maximise 
service to members of the public, residents and ratepayers. 
 

Policy Review – 3.14 Continuing Elected Member Professional Development  

As part of the State Government’s review of the Local Government Act 1995, Council was required to 
adopt an Elected Member Continuing Professional Development Policy. The Council endorsed the 
review of the existing policy, noting no changes were needed. 
 
The introduction of mandatory training for candidates and Elected Members occurred in 2019-20. The 
changes to the Act also require Councils to adopt a policy in relation to the continuing professional 
development of Elected Members with a requirement for that Policy to be published on the local 
government website. The Department of Local Government, Industry Regulation and Safety (LGIRS) has 
subsequently advised that all Council Members will need to complete the Council Member Essentials 
training course within 12 months of being elected. The course has been developed to provide Council 
Members with the skills and knowledge to perform their roles as leaders in their district. 
 

Disability Access and Improvement Plan 2025-2030 
Council reviewed and adopted the new Shire of Cuballing Disability Access and Improvement Plan for 
2050-2030. 
 
The Western Australia Disability Services Act 1993 requires all Local Governments to develop and 

implement a Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) to ensure that people with disabilities have 

equal access to its facilities and services. The Shire of Cuballing adopted its first DAIP plan in 1995; the 

new DAIP reflects current legislative requirements, community needs, and emerging priorities. 

 

Bush Fire Risk Management Plan 2026-2028 
Th Council to received and endorsed the review of the updated draft Shire of Cuballing Bush Fire Risk 
Management Plan for the period 2026-2028.  
 
As a part of the requirements for the Shire to receive Mitigation Activity Funding (MAF), a review of 
the Bushfire Risk Management Plan (BRMP) is required. This plan has recently taken a new format to 
ensure all plans are inline within the state and to capture extra information. The development of a 
Bushfire Risk Management Plan (BRM Plan) is essential for Shires like Cuballing, where a combination 
of forest reserves, fragmented remnant vegetation, ageing populations, vulnerable infrastructure, and 
widespread agricultural operations create complex risk profiles. It incorporates a comprehensive risk 
register, a treatment schedule, and a communication plan, ensuring the community is informed and 
empowered to participate in their own safety. 

COUNCIL SHORTS 



 

 

 

Housing Development Proposal – Regional Housing Support Fund 
Council authorised the preparation of a comprehensive application to the Regional Housing Support Fund 
(including business case and cost-benefit analysis) for the proposed construction of 5 x housing units at 
66 and 74 Austral Street in Cuballing. 
 
 

Special Council Meeting held 22nd December 2025 
At the special Council meeting, Council received and adopted the Annual Report and Auditors Report for 
the 2024-25 financial year.  The date for the AGM of Electors was also set for 4th February 2026. 
 

Appointment of new Deputy CEO 
We are pleased to advise that Mr Sam Curulli has recently been appointed to the role of Deputy CEO 
with the Shire of Cuballing, replacing Narelle Rowe who resigned at the end of 2025.  Sam 
commenced his career in Local 
Government in 2021 at the Shire of 
Harvey and has since worked in 
corporate/governance roles at the 
Shire of Augusta Margaret River, City of 
Nedlands, and the City of Melville. 
Most recently he was the Deputy CEO 
with the Shire of Coorow, with 
responsibility for the areas of finance, 
corporate and customer services, 
tourism and community development.  
He holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
majoring in Business Law and 
Employment Relations from Curtin 
University and has been very actively 
involved in Local Government 
Professionals WA with a keen interest 
in promoting this sector to young 
people. 
 
Having been born and raised in Harvey 
WA, Sam’s dedication and commitment 
to the community and developing 
strategic relationships is very much 
aligned to the values of the Shire of 
Cuballing. He is also a very keen sportsman and cannot wait to become an active part of our broader 
community.  
  
Sam will commence as Deputy CEO with the Shire of Cuballing in mid-March. 
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Welcome to 2026 
As we move swiftly into February 2026, it is well underway. The festive season has ended, and everyone 
has returned to work. For many, there is added relief as children have also returned to school. 
Conversations with several community members reveal that the 2025 harvest was successful, with only a 
few minor fires reported—thankfully avoiding the kind of disasters seen in other regions. However, with 
warm weather still ahead, it is important for everyone to remain alert and vigilant. 

Ongoing Community Projects 

Our outdoor work crew has resumed activities and has been exceptionally busy. The final section of the 
Cuballing East Road upgrade has now been sealed. Although some safety signage and guideposts still need 
to be installed in certain sections, the newly finished road 
surface is excellent and a pleasure to drive on. This Cuballing 
East Road project spanned five years and involved multi-million
-dollar investment. The hard work of our crew has resulted in a 
first-class outcome for the community. 

In addition, work is progressing on upgrading the old kitchen 
facilities in the Cuby Agricultural Hall. These improvements will 
enhance the design and layout of the space, creating better 
experience for those who hire the venue. 

Australia Day Celebration 

This year, the Australia Day breakfast was hosted at 
Popanyinning Oval, where approximately forty people gathered to enjoy a breakfast prepared by 
Councillors Scott Ballantyne and Rob Harris. During the event, it was a pleasure to present the Citizen of 
the Year award to Gavin Atwell—a truly deserving recipient. 

Stay Informed 

Fire Bans are applied when necessary, by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) and are 
widely reported in the media for everyone to follow. However, Harvest and Vehicle Movement Bans are 
declared locally by the Shire of Cuballing if the weather conditions warrant it. These vehicle bans not only 
apply to farmers and their machinery, but also to smaller landholders with quad bikes, trail bikes, and off-
road vehicles. Some early fires this summer were started by children on off-road bikes. 

Information regarding Vehicle Movement Bans is available on the Harvest Ban Hotline at 9883 6386. You 
can also register for automatic alerts of these bans by contacting the Cuballing Shire office to join the alert 
register. The Shire Office enquiry number for this is 9883 6031. 

 

We look forward now to safe and prosperous year. 

Adrian Kowald 

Shire President 

 



 

Coming Up

Landcare matters
Hotham-Williams sub-catchment update

We acknowledge the Noongar people as Traditional Custodians of this land and pay our respects to all Elders past and present

Edition 105
February 2026

NRM is the management of natural resources such as land, water, soils, plants and animals. It brings together land use 
planning, water management, biodiversity conservation and sustainability of industries such as agriculture, mining, 
tourism, fisheries and forestry.

Feral  cat  control  near Dryandra Woodland National  Park
Feral cats have played a major 
role in 27 of the 34 mammal 
extinctions in Australia since 
colonisation. Feral cats continue 
to kill at least 815 million mammals, 
265 million birds and 466 million 
reptiles every year in Australia.

A Defending Dryandra 4G 
monitoring camera installed on 
the boundary of farmland and 
Dryandra Woodland National park 
has captured images of numbats 
and chuditch but unfortunately 
also shows there are still feral 
cats in the area, which continue 
to be a significant threat to both 
of these threatened species. 

Through PHCC’s Defending 
Dryandra – Feral Hotspots Project 
59 feral cats have been culled 
on properties near Dryandra 
Woodland National Park since 
control started in May 2024. A 
pest animal control contractor 

conducts 20 hours per month of 
control on 3 properties that were 
determined to be feral cat hot 
spots. One of the feral cats culled 
was a massive 10kg, the biggest 
feral cat the pest animal control 
contractor has culled to date. 

PHCC’s Numbat Neighbourhood 
Project complements the 
Defending Dryandra Project and 
allows the pest animal control 
contractor to conduct additional 
control on properties surrounding 
Dryandra Woodland NP, in total 
between the 2 projects 79 
feral cats and 119 foxes have 
been culled since May 2024.
To learn more about feral cats 
and their impacts visit https://
wafcwg.org.au/impacts/

The Defending Dryandra – Feral 
Hotspots Project is supported by 
funding from the State Government’s 
Feral Cat Management Grants. 

The Numbat Neighbourhood Project is 
funded by the Australian Government 
Natural Heritage Trust and delivered by 
PHCC, a member of the Commonwealth 
Regional Delivery Partners panel

Photos: Numbat, Chuditch & Feral cat

www.peel-harvey.org.au
hotham.williams@peel-harvey.org.au

These projects are also supported through funding 
from Newmont Boddington, and the Shires of 

Boddington, Cuballing, Wandering and Williams.  

Feb 5	
Everything You Need 
To Know About Carbon 
Reporting – Wandering
Register here:
https://www.trybooking.com/DIFGL

Feb 10	
Soil Restoration Farming 
Workshop - Wandering
Register here: 
https://www.trybooking.com/DIIBJ

Mar 21	
Small Property Planning 
Workshop – Cuballing
Register here:
https://www.trybooking.com/DIIBU

visit https://wafcwg.org.au/impacts/ 
visit https://wafcwg.org.au/impacts/ 
https://www.instagram.com/peelharveycc/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/PeelHarveyCatchmentCouncil/
https://www.trybooking.com/DIFGL
https://www.trybooking.com/DIIBJ
https://www.trybooking.com/DIIBU


 

 

WANDOO COMMUNITY SHED 

Wandoo Community Shed News 

In the two months since the last Community Shed update, much has been happening in the background. 

 

Firstly, thanks to Scott and myself, Tania Atkinson, for completing the final fit out and clean of the 
Temporary Shed at the rear of the Popanyinning Hall. Wall panels have been fitted to allow the mounting 
of tools and provide a much needed reflector for the new lights. Benches have been arranged and the 
whole shed dusted and swept. With the recent strong winds, it is unsure how long it will remain pristine 
but it was a good base to start from. 

 

The 24th of November saw the Popanyinning Markets held near the Railway Station. Of the 10 odd stalls 
present, Rhys Williams and myself piggybacked on the Popanyinning Progress Association stall and sold 
cakes, Brownies and lolly bags.  A steady stream of vistors the whole morning resulted in $90 dollars 
takings for the Wandoo Community Shed. 

 

Preparations for the January Raffle started well before the draw with our busy members encouraging 
local businesses to donate prizes. A big thank you to those members, and businesses that donated the 
NINE prizes offered. A special mention to Steelos Outdoors for the Trail Camera, Narrogin Stock Feeds for 
the Flying Owl scarecrow and Narrogin Pumps for the “Chilly Bin” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WANDOO COMMUNITY SHED 

After a morning selling tickets outside Coles Narrogin on Saturday, January 17 2026 , the raffle was 
drawn by Coles staff at 1:00 PM. All prizes were either collected on the day or were delivered to 
winners by one of our members. A complete list of prizes and winners is available on request from our 
Secretary, Jame Cheney. Takings for the raffle amounted to $861 dollars which includes a generous $50 
donation from a passerby  

And finally, the latest (and only?) project completed, involved reinforcement of a steel tank stand. As 
welding was undertaken, a fire unit was on standby during the project. However, it was noted that a hose 
to the taps outside the hall was unavailable so this is now on our shopping list and will be stored inside 
the shed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting of the Wandoo Community Shed is scheduled for 1:00PM  Tuesday 28th April at the 
Popanyinning Community Hub (Old School). New members/visitors                                                                
are welcome as well as donations of tools and shed items. 

 

Wandoo Community Shed President 

Tania Atkinson. 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

 

 

DUFFY ELECTRICS 

0409 806 047 

RYAN DUFFY 

DUFFYELECTRICS@OUTLOOK.COM 

SERVICING CUBALLING 

AND SURROUNDS 



 

 

MELCHIORRE PLUMBING & 
GAS 

Brad Melchiorre 

melchiorre.plumbing@hotmail.com 

0424 657 097 

 

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS! 

Commercial | Residential | Maintenance 

Renovations |Hot Water Systems 

Servicing Cuballing and  

surrounding towns. 

 

PL8495  GF015227 

EC1462 

Gareth 0420 981 140 

gareth@keelingelectrical.com.au  

Servicing Cuballing and surrounding 

towns 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

  Tree Pruning 

  Tree Removal 

  Storm Clean up 

  Hedge Trimming 

  Wood Chipping 

  Stump Grinding  

Adam McIntyre 

0400 828 176 

 

office@ruraltrees.com.au 

www.ruraltrees.com.au 

Popanyinning Progress  

Association 

 

Meeting 

Wednesday 25th February  

6.30pm   

Popanyinning Community Hub 

48 Forrest Street 

 

New member most welcome! 

mailto:office@ruraltrees.com.au


 

 

97 Alton Street, Cuballing 

A secular, not for profit club for mens health and well being 

Shed hours — 9 am till 12 noon every Tuesday 

New Members Welcome 

Do you have project you would like start  

Need a hand to complete or start a project 

 The shed is well equipped with; 

  Power and hand tools for; 

 Wood work , carpentry 

 Metal work , welding 

 Mechanical, Spray painting, Black smithing 

 Tools and equipment to suit most task    

 Contact,  Keith 0417 963 287  

   Jeff  0467 035 937 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

We stock: 

• Farm & Hobby fencing supplies inc 

electric fencing & animal netting 

• Stock/chicken feed 

• Animal health 

• Lick blocks & loose lick minerals 

• Fire break chemicals 

• Dog & cat food 

• Redback work boots, Blundstone & 

Bogg gumboots & socks 

• Lawn & garden fertilisers &  

 chemicals 

• Insect /household sprays &  

 equipment 

……...and so much more! 

 

Shop where the locals shop! 

 

Come in and see us at 55-59 Earl Street  

Narrogin or call 

08 9881 5133 



 

 

 

 

 

Reasonable rates 

Will travel 

Contact  

 

 

Peter Forrest  

on  

0427 811590  

or 98811590 

www.mcdougallweldments.com.au 

Ph:08 9883 6020 Ben: 0400 942 408 Chris: 0420 276 039 

sales@mcdougallweldments.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agricultural and Industrial Equipment repairer and manufacturer 

McDougall Weldments Cuballing 

• AG Repairs: Augers, Bins 

etc 

• AG Restoration and  

 Refurbishment 

• Welding and Fabrication  

• Sandblasting 

• Industrial Paint 

• Component overhaul 

• Transportable sheep Yards 

• Augers: 26’ 42’ 52’ 62’ +  

 custom 

• Seed and Super Bins 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

SLASHING AND FIRE BREAKS 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

Servicing the 

Cuballing area for 

20 years  

Bobcat 

8 Tonne 
Excavator 

Ditchwitch 

Post Hole 
Digger  

Tip Truck  

Dews Excavations  
•House Pads 
•Shed Pads 
•Subsoil 
Drains 

•Septic 
Tanks 

•Leech Drains 
•Trenching for Utility 
Connections  

•Drainage 
•Yard Clean Ups 
•Yellow Sand 
•Gravel 
•Bluemetal 
•Cracker Dust 
•Road Base 

 

Call Rob on  

0428 836035  

HOTZ PLUMBING & GAS 
For all your plumbing, gas & guttering  

maintenance requirements. 

 

Richard 0407 196 663 

hotzplumbing@outlook.com 

 

PL; 5344 GF; 6220 BF; 3017 

ABN 71612966855 

 

Fast, reliable & affordable 

All work guaranteed  

Mobile auto electrician servicing Narrogin and surrounds. 

Specialising in agricultural equipment, earth moving, trucks, 

cars and more. We can come to you, offering on site solutions. 

We offer services such as: 

• Airconditioning maintenance and repair. 

• Supply and install of accessories. 

• Diagnostics and repairs. 

Get in contact with Jack today to see what we can offer 

Phone: 0473 411 366 

Email: valleyautoelectrical@gmail.com 

Facebook: Valley Auto Electrical 

Website: valleyautoelectrical.com.au 

Jack Robinson MRB 11849 



 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR — February 2026 
Saturday 31st Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Sunday 1st Cuby K9 Club meet @ 9am Cuballing Rec Centre 

Sunday 1st Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 2nd Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 2nd Line Dancing 6pm @ Cuballing Agricultural Hall 

Monday 2nd Strength Class 9.30@ Cuballing Ag Hall $5pp 

Monday 2nd Art Class 11am @ Cuballing CWA $5pp 

Tuesday 3rd Men’s Shed Meet @ Cuby Men’s Shed 9am Alton Street 

Tuesday 3rd Cuballing Craft meet 10am @ Cuballing CWA 

Tuesday 3rd Popanyinning Community Hub open 9-3pm—48 Forrest Street Popo 

Thursday 5th 9 Ball Comp @ Cuballing Tavern 7pm 

Saturday 7th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Sunday 8th Cuby K9 Club meet @ 9am Cuballing Rec Centre 

Sunday 8th Cuballing Christmas tree @ 3.30pm Cuballing Oval 

Sunday 8th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 9th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 9th Line Dancing 6pm @ Cuballing Agricultural Hall 

Monday 9th Strength Class 9.30@ Cuballing Ag Hall $5pp 

Monday 9th Art Class 11am @ Cuballing CWA $5pp 

Tuesday 10th Men’s Shed Meet @ Cuby Men’s Shed 9am Alton street 

Tuesday 10th Cuballing Craft meet 10am @ Cuballing CWA 

Thursday 12th 9 Ball Comp @ Cuballing Tavern 7pm 

Saturday 14th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Sunday 15th Cuby K9 Club meet @ 9am Cuballing Rec Centre 

Sunday 15th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 16th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 16th Line Dancing 6pm @ Cuballing Agricultural Hall 

Monday 16th Art Class 11am @ Cuballing CWA $5pp 

Monday 16th Strength Class 9.30@ Cuballing Ag Hall $5pp 

Tuesday 17th Men’s Shed Meet @ Cuby Men’s Shed 9am Alton street 

Tuesday 17th Cuballing Craft meet 10am @ Cuballing Rec Centre 

Tuesday 17th Popanyinning Community Hub open 9-3pm—48 Forrest Street Popo 

Wednesday 189h Shire of Cuballing Council Meeting 3pm @ Cuballing CWA Hall 

Thursday 19th 9 Ball Comp @ Cuballing Tavern 7pm 

Saturday 21st Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Sunday 22nd Cuby K9 Club meet @ 9am Cuballing Rec Centre 

Sunday 22nd Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 23rd Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

Monday 23rd Line Dancing 6pm @ Cuballing Agricultural Hall 

Monday 23rd Art Class 11am @ Cuballing CWA $5pp 

Monday 23rd Strength Class 9.30@ Cuballing Ag Hall $5pp 

Tuesday 24th Men’s Shed Meet @ Cuby Men’s Shed 9am Alton street 

Tuesday 24th Cuballing Craft meet 10am @ Cuballing Rec Centre 

Tuesday 24th Popanyinning Community Hub open 9-3pm—48 Forrest Street Popo 

Wednesday 25th Popanyinning Progress Association Meeting 6.30pm @ Popo Hub 48 Forrest Street Popo 

Saturday 16th Cuballing & Popanyinning Transfer stations open 9-12pm 

 

 

 


