
 
 

 
Notice of Application for Development Approval 

 
 
It is hereby notified for public information that the Shire of Cuballing has received an 
application for Development Approval for the purposes described hereunder: 
  
Proposed Development: Solar farm power facility 
Applicant:   Hillcroft Farms Pty Ltd 
Address: Lot 7740 & 13054, 1395 Yornaning West Road, Yornaning 
Shire Reference:  2025/002  A342 
 
In accordance with the Shire’s Local Planning Strategy, Local Planning Scheme No. 2,  and 
the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 a proposal for a 
land use that does not align with a land use class in the Scheme is required to be referred to 
adjoining landowners and a public notice published. This proposal is made available for 
inspection in order to provide an opportunity for public comment as part of the Shire’s 
assessment process of the proposal.  
 
Plans and summary of the proposed development are available for viewing at the Shire 
Administration Office, 22 Campbell St Cuballing, during business hours (8.30am – 4.30pm 
weekdays) or can be viewed the Shire’s website – www.cuballing.wa.gov.au 
 
Comments on the proposal should be lodged with the Shire of Cuballing in writing (email 
submissions to enquiries@cuballing.wa.gov.au are acceptable), on or before close of 
business on Friday 13th June 2025. If you are considering providing comments, please indicate 
whether you support or object to the proposal and all of the reasons for your position. 
 
Please note that any comments received may be referred to the applicant to provide them with 
an opportunity to address any issues raised in the first instance (NB: names and contact 
details are removed at this point in time).  Once the proposal is referred to Council for 
determination, all comments will be made publicly available at that time and this may include 
submitter details.  
 
For further information please contact the Shire on telephone (08) 98836031 or via 
email enquiries@cuballing.wa.gov.au. 
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Disposal Plan for 800 kW Ground-Mounted Solar PV System 

1. Overview This disposal plan outlines the responsible decommissioning, recycling, and
disposal of an 800-kW ground-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) system at the end of its
operational life (typically 25–30 years). The plan is aligned with environmental regulations
and best practices to ensure minimal environmental impact.

2. Decommissioning Timeline
• Planned start of decommissioning: Year 25–30 from installation.
• Estimated duration: 3–6 months.
• Decommissioning triggers:

o End of system life
o Technological obsolescence
o Site repurposing or repowering

3. Components for Disposal

Component Approximate Quantity End-of-life Treatment 

PV modules ~1,356 panels Reuse, recycle, or landfill (last resort) 

Inverters ~5 units (100 kW each) Recycle electronics and metals 

Mounting structure Steel/aluminium racks Recycle metals 

Cabling Copper/aluminium wiring Recycle metals and insulation 

Concrete pads For inverters or supports Crush and reuse as fill material 

4. Decommissioning Process
A. Site Preparation

• Notify authorities and local stakeholders.
• Disconnect system from the grid.
• Implement erosion and sediment control measures.

B. Equipment Removal
• Carefully remove PV modules to enable reuse
• Dismantle inverters and mounting structures.
• Extract and sort all cabling.
• Demolish concrete pads as needed.

C. Site Restoration
• Re-vegetate or return land to prior use (agricultural/natural)

5. Recycling & Reuse Strategy
• PV modules: Partner with a certified solar panel recycler (e.g., Reclaim PV

Recycling)
• Inverters & electronics: Send to e-waste recycling centres.
• Mounting structures: Reuse or sell as scrap metal.
• Cables: Recycle through certified metal recyclers

6. Waste Management
• All waste will be managed in accordance with local environmental regulations.
• Waste classification, tracking, and disposal will follow EPA or equivalent guidelines.
• Hazardous materials will be handled by certified contractors.

7. Cost & Funding
• Estimated decommissioning cost: AUD $150,000–$250,000.
• A decommissioning bond or fund will be established and maintained throughout the

system’s operational life.



 
8. Documentation & Recordkeeping 

• Maintain inventory of components, serial numbers, and quantities. 
• Retain contracts with recyclers and waste handlers. 
• Submit a decommissioning report to the planning authority. 

 
9. Regulatory Compliance Ensure full compliance with: 

• Development consent conditions 
• Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) standards 
• Clean Energy Council (CEC) or equivalent industry guidelines 

 
10. Stakeholder Engagement 

• Engage landowners, local councils, and the community during planning and 
decommissioning phases. 

• Provide public notice in advance of system removal. 

 
Prepared for: Development Application Submission 
Project: 800 kW Ground-Mounted Solar PV System 
 
 
 

 

Toby Beresford  

Great Southern Electrical Services 

A: 12 Stewart Rd, Narrogin WA 6312 
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