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1.1 REGIONAL CONTEXT

Cuballing is located along the Perth to Albany rail line and 
Great Southern Highway between Brookton and Narrogin.   
Originally founded as a rail stop, Cuballing now exists as a 
town centre and an administrative and employment hub for 
the surrounding farming community. 

The Dryandra Woodlands made up of the Montague and 
Lol Gray State Forests is a nearby asset that draws visitors 
from around the state.   
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EQUESTRIAN PARK

1.1 STUDY AREA

The site is located in the centre of town and largely exists 
in a semi natural state.  The northern extent is defined but 
not constrained by Campbell Street/ Bullara Street.  The 
southern boundary is similarly flexible but has been broadly 
outlined by the informal Darcy Street extension over the 
rail.  The Great Southern Highway sits to the east of the site 
and is a regularly travelled route.  Alton Street defines the 
western boundary. 

The Perth to Albany rail line dissects the site, however the 
station is no longer in operation.  The rail line is a visual and 
physical barrier between the eastern and western sides 
of the town.  A rail crossing point is located on Campbell/ 
Bullara Street. 

The site largely classified as crown reserve to 
accommodate the rail line.  A privately owned parcel is 
located in the north east corner within the site boundary.  
Others uses such as an ANZAC memorial, art and 
machinery displays and informal parking areas make up the 
remainder of the site. 

The site contains an expanse of natural vegetation on 
both sides of the rail corridor being thicker in the southern 
extent.  

The site is adjacent to the Cuballing Tavern, the Youth and 
Community Park and Cuballing Store/ Roadhouse and old 
Post Office and in close proximity to the Agricultural Hall.  
Further afield is the Dryandra Equestrian Centre and ovals 
which is an activity generator within the town.

The sites central location, proximity to existing amenities 
and limited utilisation offer an opportunity to transform this 
site into an important community asset.  
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1.2 CHARACTER AND IDENTITY
1.2.1 NATURE 
The site  sits on dark yellowish brown Archaean granites 
offering a stark contrast against the green of the vegetation.     
This vegetation is typically scrubby in nature with the 
occasional tall gums offering wider shade and visual relief.  
The site is largely flat with limited topographic changes.  

Areas of high civic value such as the ANZAC Memorial have 
been planted with turf and provide a delineation between 
the formal and informal landscapes.   

Finding a balance between this inform and formal approach 
will be important.  This should celebrate the natural 
landscape but also build on the amenity, comfort and 
structure that the formal approach brings.  

1.2.2 HERITAGE
A number of heritage buildings sit on the boundary of the 
site and contribute to the aesthetic and character.  These 
include the former Post Office and the Cuballing Hotel 
and Tavern dating back to the early 1900's and feature 
a Federation Arts and Craft architectural style.  Other 
structures in the wider context such as the Town Hall also 
contribute to the heritage of the area.  

Although these features are not on the site they contribute 
to a larger story around the role and function of the town 
and can be utilised as an attraction for visitors to the town.  
Views from the site to these heritage features should be 
preserved and celebrated.  There may be opportunity to 
bring some of the heritage flavour into the site as has been 
done through the placement of heritage farm equipment.  

1.2.3 MATERIALS
The site is largely informal in its materiality.  Car parks 
within the site are either gravel or compacted blue chip and 
are not delineated by kerbing but rather by transition to 
other uses such as through footpaths, plantings or wooden 
bollards.  

A range of custom wrought iron art pieces and street 
furniture infrastructure built out of old machinery have been 
placed across the site.  These features contribute to the 
identity to the area and offer an insight into the history and 
purpose of the town. 

Building on the materials present and establishing a 
consistent approach to the materials used on site will help 
to tie the site together and present a clear and consistent 
message to users of the site and the wider community. 

1.2.4 PURPOSE
The original purpose of the site was as a station for the 
Great Southern Railway.  As the station and siding became 
unnecessary the sense of purpose for the site also faded. 
Whilst the site has facilitated a number of uses since then it 
still lacks a clear underlying purpose.  .

The sites location in the centre of town establishes a level 
of importance and interaction that can be built upon. Re-
establishing a clear purpose for the site will be an important 
step in guiding the sites future.     
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1.3 ANALYSIS: OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS

1.3.1 HERITAGE & FEATURES
Heritage features on the site and surrounding area 
provide an opportunity to highlight the built form 
and rail infrastructure as attractors for visitors.
The existing on-site displays of agricultural 
equipment are a key feature which can be 
incorporated into the future redevelopment 
of the site. Sculptural elements also provide 
entry statements into town and are a great 
way to engage with local artists and resources. 
An opportunity to consolidate and expand the 
sculptural elements should be explored.
These will need to be balanced against constraints 
around the railway, including safety and access.

1.3.2 ACTIVITY
The site is centrally located to the Town Centre 
surrounded by local and tourist amenity. 

Key sites include:
 ▪ War Memorial
 ▪ Tavern
 ▪ Roadhouse
 ▪ Agricultural Hall
 ▪ Community playground

A variety of local activity is located in proximity 
to the town centre, including the Shire office as 
an employment hub and local resource, Regional 
Equestrian Park and a local church.
The site's location provides a unique opportunity to 
expand the existing concentration of activity. This 
offers potential to link to activities in the broader 
town with the site acting as a central stop over 
location and starting point for trails 
A future opportunity exists to provide a connection 
point across the railway, as a new crossing point or 
a clear visual link.

LEGEND:
Heritage buildings and 
infrastructure
Local sculpture and 
historical equipment 
displays

LEGEND:

Local activity
Enhance & expand 
existing active area

Connection opportunity
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1.3.3 ENVIRONMENT
A variety of public open spaces in proximity to the 
site and Town Centre provide potential connection 
and engagement points.
The site itself has a large amount of mature 
native vegetation. The south eastern corner has 
intermittent inundation and provides an opportunity 
for retention and integration or vegetation.
Clearer way finding can create and enhance new 
active and visual connections between open spaces 
and engage with the site.
Redevelopment will need to consider drainage and 
service requirements as the site currently houses 
a water pipe above ground along the eastern edge 
and drainage from the railway. This creates a visual 
and physical barrier.
Bushfire safety is an ongoing concern across the 
region. Retained vegetation in this area will need to 
comply with bushfire protection zone regulations.

1.3.4 MOVEMENT
Main access and thoroughfare to the site is via 
Great Southern Highway/Ridley Street
These high capacity roads make it difficult to 
stop in town. An opportunity exists to create a 
more formal and slow environment and integrate 
with alternative access points into the site along 
southern and eastern edges.
The use of gateways to denote place and 
encourage visitation to activities within the site 
Improved pedestrian connections across town will 
reintegrate the two sides of the rail.
Future connections, utilising existing road reserves 
or easements can create connections through town 
and to the site from the surrounding residences. 
This will help promote the site as a central 
community space / meeting ground.

 

LEGEND:

Public Open Space

Memorial turf area
Native vegetation / wet 
area

Enhance existing 
connections
Opportunity to define 
new connections

LEGEND:

Major access road

Local network

Gateway / Rail crossing

Potential interface / 
access
Opportunity for future 
connections
Difficult stopping 
environment
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1.4 ANALYSIS: SUMMARY

KEY OPPORTUNITIES
Build on existing attractions and 
activities: Connect to existing uses 
surrounding the site while integrating 
new uses and amenities

Engage with wider context and 
activities: Utilise connections to wider 
regional activities to attract local and 
regional tourism

Create more formalised entry and 
stop over locations: Provide safe and 
accessible stopping points on main roads 
through town and enhance landmarks/
way finding to encourage stopping

Existing heritage and key features: 
Utilise existing features on site and 
enhance connections to surrounding 
heritage/character areas

Existing Vegetation: Retain mature 
vegetation and incorporate natural 
features into redevelopment 

Engage with existing connections: 
There is an opportunity to connect with 
existing walking/hiking and riding trails 
within the region, providing activation to 
the town centre

KEY CONSTRAINTS
Active railway: The railway line is a 
heritage feature of the site, however as 
it is still in regular use, activities and 
development will need to be kept at a 
safe distance or fenced. 

Services: The above ground water pipe 
running along the eastern edge may 
impact access opportunities and acts as 
a visual barrier.

Multiple land ownership: The 
residential lot within the site presents a 
challenging interface.

Water: The site accommodates drainage 
for roads and rail and has minimal 
irrigation. Water sensitive design 
and utilization of any natural water 
resources should be incorporated.

Rail Reserve zoning: Varying uses 
on the site may have restrictions or 
particular guidelines as per existing 
zoning requirements.
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
Clarity: Enhance overall sense of 
place through visual and physical 
clarity, a common theme, way finding 
improvements and formalisation.

Identity: Draw from town's heritage and 
local character to establish identity.

Access: Make the site more accessible 
through additional connections and 
movements to and through the site.

Amenity: Provide amenity for local 
community and visitors through 
facilities, activities and spaces.

Site activation: Allow for a variety 
of uses / spaces within the site to 
encourage activity and engagement for 
the local community and visitors.

Town activation: Capture passing trade 
to enhance business opportunities within 
the town. This could allow for expansion 
of business activities and opening hours.

Celebrate natural landscape: Retain 
existing vegetation and incorporate 
water sensitive design and planting.

Regional Tourism: Connect with 
regional tourism activities. Provide 
opportunities to engage with existing 
surrounding historical, indigenous and 
nature trails.
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2.0 CASE STUDIES 

2.2 MAIN STREET - 
CUNDERDIN

Cunderdin has a similar layout to Cuballing with a town 
centre split by the Great Eastern Highway. Opposite the 
main street there was an informal parking area set within 
the 100 metres of vacant highway reserve opposite the 
main street.  This meant everyone accessing the retail 
would need to cross the street.   

One of the approaches undertaken here was to swap the 
main street with the parking area to separate through 
movements from the active edge.  This helped to provide a 
clear delineation of movement, facilitate pedestrian access 
and formalise and increase parking bays adjacent to the 
retail edge.   The transition of the main street to parking 
also provided a clear entry threshold into the town centre.  
The change in pavement treatment (red parking bays and 
red brick footpath) provided a clear sense of purpose and a 
consistency to the public realm.

Relevance for Cuballing 
A similar approach in formalising the edges of the main 
street would be appropriate in front of the Tavern site 
helping to delineate the activated part of the street, 
formalise parking and contribute to the identity to the 
centre. 

2.1 APPLE FUN PARK 
DONNYBROOK

Donnybrook provides an example of a town centre investing 
in a major attraction.  It has a similar urban structure to 
Cuballing with a rail corridor sitting adjacent to the town 
centre resulting in a large expanse of underutilised land 
within walking distance of the main street.  The town site 
was experiencing a decline in visitation coinciding with the 
reduction in rail use and transition to other economies.  The 
Shire invested heavily in a playground to establish a major 
drawcard, not just for the local community but for the wider 
region.  The Apple Fun Park brings significant visitation to 
the town (although its separation from retail outlets on the 
main street remains an issue).  

Relevance for Cuballing 
A similar large attraction may assist in the activation of 
the Cuballing rail site that would be used by the local 
community but have wider appeal.  The type of use would 
need to be carefully considered as there may be significant 
upfront and ongoing cost (particularly for the operation of 
a playground of this scale).  A clear understanding of the 
target demographics would need to be understood.  
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TOURIST ATTRACTORS COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

NATURE PLAY

2.3 UNDERSTORY ART 
TRAIL  NORTHCLIFFE

The Northcliffe 'Understory' Art Trail is located adjacent to 
the Northcliffe town centre.  This features a short art walk 
within the forest adjacent and contributes as an attractor 
for the town and provides a reason for travellers to stop.  
This art walk has been linked in with the visitors centre and 
is adjacent to the local museum offering an opportunity for 
locals and visitors to engage with the town and learn more 
of its history.  The art within the site walk is also locally 
relevant and tells storeys of the forest, bushfires and 
indigenous heritage.   

Relevance for Cuballing

Utilising the local asset (the forest) Northcliffe has created 
an attraction that enriches the community, ties in to the 
history of the town and requires limited maintenance 
and upkeep.  Cuballing could institute something similar 
through a local historic walk building on its own local 
assets and history. 

2.4 INSPIRATION
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3.0 COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

3.1 WORKSHOP
A workshop was undertaken with Cuballing staff and 
Community on the 25th of August 2020 to identify a 
discuss a vision and principles, investigate ideas from the 
community and to workshop and field test some design 
responses for the railway site. 

3.2 VISION AND PRINCIPLES
Through discussions at the workshop some key themes 
were identified as tot he long term use of the site.  From 
these discussions the following vision was identified.

THE CUBALLING RAILWAY SITE IS 
AN ENGAGING  DESTINATION THAT 
PROVIDES AMENITY AND FOCAL POINT 
FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TO GATHER 
AS WELL AS AN ATTRACTION FOR 
VISITORS PASSING THROUGH.  THE 
SITE CELEBRATES THE HISTORY OF 
THE TOWN AND PROVIDES A SAFE AND 
INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE FOR ALL.  
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COMMUNITY
A HUB FOR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY GATHERINGS, 
AMENITY AND ACTIVITY.

WELCOMING 
A REASON TO STOP IN 
TOWN AND ENJOY THE 
ATMOSPHERE.
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.

SAFE 
A SAFE AND PEDESTRIAN 
FRIENDLY LOCATION WHERE 
YOU CAN PARK YOUR CAR, GET 
OUT AND ENJOY CUBALLING

ACTIVE  
A WELCOMING PLACE OF 
ACTIVITY, AND CREATIVITY.
AN INTERACTIVE AND 
INFORMATIVE TOWN CENTRE 
THAT ENCOURAGES RETURN 
VISITORS

3.3 DESIGN PRINCIPLES
The following principles have been established to help in 
the delivery of the program.
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CAMPBELL STREET

ALTON STREET

ALTON STREET

RIDLEY STREET

GREAT SOUTHERN H
W

Y

LEGEND:

Subject Site 

Railway Line
Existing Important 
Locations
Heritage Trail

Nature Trail

Art Trail

Re-locate Tractor Display

Formalise Parking and 
pop up event space

New Building
New Internal Access 
Road
Landmark Location

Formalise Entry

AUSTRAL STREET

3.4 PLAN EXPLORATION
Through the discussions with the community and 
working with the vision and principles the following two 
approaches were identified and explored.  
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CAMPBELL STREET

ALTON STREET

ALTON STREET

RIDLEY STREET

GREAT SOUTHERN H
W

Y

LEGEND:

Subject Site 

Railway Line
Existing Important 
Locations
Heritage Trail

Nature Trail

Play & Exercise Trail

Formalise & Slow Zone

Community Activity 
Focus
Formalise Parking and 
pop up event space
Facilities / Playground 
Location
Retain Vegetation

Landmark Location

Potential Future Crossing

AUSTRAL STREET
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Bridle Trail

Informal Camping

Nature Play

Nature Walk

Heritage Walk

Alfresco

Facilities / visitor 
information / movie 
screen

Nature Walk

ALTON STREET

RIDLEY STREET
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Art Walk

Picnic Area

Main Street

Pop up Drive-in

3.5 DRAFT PLAN
This draft concept is a summary of the ideas collated through 
the community engagement process and tested spatially on 
the site.  These  will be further explored in the final master plan 
and a delivery pathway will be identified to enable action on the 
ground.   

Art Walk

Formalised parking

Machinery display
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